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Jouirnalists have no
place as CEA spies

STANSFIELD TURNER the dx-
rector of Central Intelligence, is said-
to have been stunned at the vigorous.
objections by the nation's.journalists
to his recent.statement before the -

American SOC!EW of. Newspaper Edl* : “pelling.a: -journalist’s involvement in.

tors that the CIA Teéserves the nc,ht

to employ US newsmen asaoents,

and, indeed; | has done so on ‘three "
occasions.

Neither: hxs common sense and
that fallmg, his vast intelligence net-
work had:forewarned him that
American reporters and cameramen
now recognize-they cannot be hired
spies and jourmalists simultaneously,’
that they cannot serve their readers
and their government at one and the
same time; and. that their responsi--
bility is to their ‘readers, fxrst ‘and
foremost. 8

By proclaiming the CIA-medle
link to the world, Turner cast suspi-
cion on every American reporter
abroad. Worse 'yet, he may have
endangered the lives of U.S. journal-
Ists working in intrigue-ridden Third
World hotspotszor in Commumst
countnes 2 o -

GOVERNMENTS IN many of
these countries. -already assume that. -
at least some. correspondents ‘sent
abroad by American news organiza-

-tions are also.empioyed. on- mtellxg- :

ence-gathering :errands-for-the .CIA, >

‘Never mingd- tnat this'is Natly. mcor-—
Tect m almost every case Thesuspl- S
cion lmgers, if.Tor ‘no- other reason

than that Tmrd. -World dictators. and

,every Commumst state routmely em-

Pploy their:journalists as spies. .
What Turner has done, qmte gra-

; tuxtously, is to lend those susplcxons

a credence they'should never have.
s\Beyond the~ dxrector’s appalling

~ vent World War III by delivering a

',been employmg )ournallstsas under-,.
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mdxscrenon is the issue of. whether
American journalists should ever ac- .
cept a CIA assignment. -
Only a.fool_would argue. that no
ercumstance could ever arise come--

an intelligence operation.. If-an-
" Americar; correspondent ‘could pre-

clandestine message to someone in :
the Kremlin, who would argue that}
he should refuse" SE L

,a,‘.‘ - -

NEVERTHELESS, .xt 1s obvzous
that journalists can hardly operate -
as ‘paid- spies without hopelessty ‘|
compromising their reporting: re-»
sponsibilities. This is not to~ say,.
however, .that journalists cannet or-
should-not maintain a- professional.
"relationship with members-of the
intelligence community. Indeed, for-+
eign correspondents would be dere-
lict if they did not But. seeking
information from the CIA, or. .any
other' governmental agency,-is not
the same as bemg on. the federal
payroll. - g T

Much of the damage attnbutable
to Turner's gatfe may be irreversi-
ble, particularly in the short run. But.
he could .at .least Jimit -losses -for -
everybody ‘involved by confessmg,
-his errorz~roes :

e -tO—"
““abide’. by. the. CIA policy. enuncxated
-in 1976 after revelations the CIA had”

- cover ;agents - That~ policy - clearly
- states: ¥The- CIA will not enter into*~
- any-paid or contractual relationship
thh any full-time -or part-time news.
correspondent accredited .by: any’.
U.S. news service, newspaper, peri-’
odxcal radlp or televxsxon netwo/);p
or station.” i .- e 0T L




